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True Affinity of Copris tripartitus v. formosanus GILLET 
(Coleoptera, Scarabaeidae) 
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Abstract The true affinity of Copris tripartitus v. formosanus GILLET is clarified, 
and a new combination, Copris punctatus subsp. formosanus GILLET is proposed. 


In the course of reviewing the Taiwanese dung beetles, I have recognized that Co- 
pris tripartitus v. formosanus GILLET, 1921 (Figs. 1—2), does not belong to Copris tri- 
partitus W ATERHOUSE, 1875 (Fig. 3), originally described from Japan (Tsu-Sima). I 
first considered it to be a new species, but finally concluded that it should be regarded 
as a subspecies of Copris punctatus GILLET, 1910 (p. 4) (Fig. 4). 

Before going further, I wish to express my appreciation to Dr. Alain DRUMONT, 
Institut royal des Sciences naturelles de Belgique, for loaning the type specimens con- 
cerned. I also thank Dr. Shühei Nomura and Dr. Munetoshi MARUYAMA, National Sci- 
ence Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo and Dr. Makoto KiucHi, Tsukuba City, for giving me 
invaluable suggestion. Thanks are also due to Ms. Ya-ling LiN, National Taiwan Uni- 
versity, and Mr. Keh-Miin CHEN, Munich, for offering materials for comparison. 


Copris (s. str.) punctatus formosanus GILLET, 1921 


Copris tripartitus v. formosanus GILLET, 1921, Annls. Soc. Sci. Brux., 40: 448. Depository of the holotype: 
Institute royal des Sciences naturelles de Belgique. 
Copris formosanus MASUMOTO, 2002, Elytra, Tokyo, 30: 482. 


The present subspecies was originally described from Kosempo, Taiwan, on the 
material collected by Hans SAUTER, as a variety of Copris tripartitus WATERHOUSE, 
1875. 

As MASUMOTO considered, it was not the true Copris tripartitus but appeared to 
belong to a new species. Therefore he (2002, p. 482) gave it a new specific name, for- 
mosanus. He also considered that C. tripartitus var. formosanus GILLET is an infrasub- 
specific name, but Nomura (2003) pointed out that it should be regarded as an avail- 
able name after Art 45. 6. 4. of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. 

Later, MAsUMOTO compared the holotype of “C. tripartitus v. formosanus" with 
the lectotype of C. punctatus GILLET, 1910, described from *Birmanie", and found out 
that its closest ally is not Copris tripartitus but C. punctatus. 
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Figs. 1-4. —— 1-2. Copris tripartitus v. formosanus GILLET; 1, holotype, 2, type label. —— 3. Copris 
tripartitus WATERHOUSE (from Tsushima Island). —— 4. Copris punctatus GILLET (from North Thai- 
land). 
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In the Taiwanese population, the male possesses the clypeus without incision at 
the borders of the ocular lobes, the pronotum with front angles obliquely but not so no- 
ticeably truncate, and with the lateral processes more strongly developed as compared 
with the lectotype of C. punctatus, and the elytral intervals less noticeably punctate. 
Therefore, the Taiwanese population could be regarded as a subspecies of Copris 
punctatus. 

Specimens examined. 4 exs., National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo; 4 
exs., National Taiwan University; 2 exs., Taiwan Agricultural Research Institute; 2 
exs., National Chung Hsing University; 1 ex., National Museum of Natural Science, 
Taichung. 
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AAK[-HEÉ: Copris tripartitus v. formosanus GILLeT DE OJIRE. — — BISA 5 gud à NK Co- 
pris tripartitus v. formosanus GILLET l3, Xf Sz» odd NA LAY 4 2 7 AN È Copris tripartitus 
DEEL LE THM S NAS, BSPOGS Copris punctatus DEELT ANA Th 2 kHH UL 
lE; 
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